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The attached tables reflect a preliminary effort to quantify
the regulatory relief initiatives taken between January 20 and
April 24. A brief description of the contents of these tables
and some useful commentary on their usefulness follow:

1.

The tables contain: (a) the items on the Task Force
list of rules designated for postponement; (b) the
items on the Task Force list of existing regulations
to be reviewed:; (c) the list of actions to help the
auto industry; and (d) other major actions initiated
by the agencies themselves.l/ The list does not
include regulations allowed to go through during,

or at the end of the postponement, or subsequent
actions that are not perceived as being in the nature
of granting regulatory relief. The list includes a
wide variety of actions, some arguably trivial and
some very important. Some of the items involve the
withdrawal or change of a rule, while others

involve only an intention to review.

Some type of cost estimate is provided for 57 of the
181 items in the tables. Almost all of the cost
estimates are from the agencies, and almost all

represent non-budgetary costs. Because of the variety
of sources for the estimates, we cannot be sure that
they have been derived in a consistent manner. (For

example, in some cases there is double counting because
annual costs include a share of investment costs in

the form of depreciation.) Thus, we look forward to
comparing these cost estimates with those provided in
response to the Vice President's letter of March 25.

1/Vice President Bush, Chairman of the Presidential Task Force

on Regulatory Relief, announced items (a) and (b) on March 25;:
and announced item (c¢) on April 6.
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The totals--$15.5 to $18.6 billion in one-time

costs and $5.5 to $6.0 billion in recurring costs
-—-are large. However, it should be stressed that they
are not precise. On the one hand, since there are no
estimates for 70 percent of the items, we might assume
that the total is low, even allowing for the fact that
many of the items for which no estimates are available
are trivial. ©On the other hand, except for the auto
package items, the cost estimates generally represent
potential savings if the regulation were entirely
eliminated; since, in many cases, the regulation may
go forward in modified form, the actual savings

could be lower.

The largest potential savings estimates are for

the Department of Transportation and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. Somewhat surprisingly, the
majority of the savings are for items not included

in the auto package: EPA items not in the auto
package account for $3.4 billion in one-time

costs and $1.3 billion in recurring costs; DOT

items not in the auto package account for $8.7-

$9.7 billion in one-time costs and about $400

million in recurring costs.



Table 1:

SUMMARY OF REGULATORY RELIEF INITIATIVES

JANUARY 20 TO APRIL 24

Annual Investment
Number of Number of Regulations (Recurring) {One~Time)
Agency Regulations With a Cost Estimate Cost (millions) Cost (millions)
Uuspa 5 3 $ 602-610 $ NA
Commerce 10 3 20 3
Education 5 1 72-157 900~-2,950
Energy 6 1 500 NA
EPA 27 19 2,118 a/ 4,327 b/
HHS 4 0 NA NA
HUD 31 0 NA NA
DOI 12 1 0 NA
Justice 3 0 NA NA
Labor 18 10 913-1,298 1,087
OoMB 3 0 NA NA
poT 55 19 1,289 9,204~-10,204
Treasury 2 0 NA NA
181 57 $ 5,514 . $ 15,521
to to
$ 5,992 $ 18,571

a/ This estimate does not include the $1 billion to $2 billion savings which oould
result from EPA's review of the Hazardous Waste Disposal regulations.

b/ Same as above footnote, except that this estimate includes a $1.5 billion
savings which would occur if EPA substantially modified its BCT effluent

guidelines.
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