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OMB Asserts
Contacts Need
Not Be Logged

By Kim Masters
Legal Times Staff

The Reagan administration has is-
sued a brief memorandum on Office

“of Management and Budget commu-

nications with outside parties and fed-
eral agencies that does not require
OMB to log contacts with outsiders
on-regulatory issues or notify con-
cerned agencies of such contacts.

The. OMB memo does little to allay
public interest groups’ fears that ex-
tensive contacts between administra-.
tion officials and lobbyists could lead
to life-or-death decisions on proposed
rules without any public knowledge
that a rule was ever discussed.

OMB was catapulted into the center
of regulatory decision-making with
the issuance of the Reagan adminis-
tration’s Executive Order 12291, That
order created a presidential task force
on regulatory relief and empowered
the task force—using the OMB Office
of Information and Regulatory Affairs
staff —to review proposed rules be-
fore their publication to determine .
whether agencies had adequately ex--
plored the rules’ costs, benefits, and
other effects.

These developments have prompt-
ed concern that the administration
had essentially forced the informal
rulemaking procedure underground.
Since this Order provides no explicit
safeguards to protect the integrity of
the process or the interests of the pub-
lic- against secret, undisclosed. and

Continued on page 11
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